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1. The Shapeys Book Series
Shapeys® is a connected children's educational publishing programme designed to combine engaging stories with structured learning. The current range comprises 48 reading books across English, Mathematics, Science and Life Skills, supported by 16 activity books and a wider teaching-and-learning resource system.
A programme rather than a collection of storybooks
The books are designed to work as a coherent learning range. The Shapeys characters encounter familiar situations, places, ideas and problems, allowing children to meet new language and concepts in meaningful contexts. The reading books introduce and reinforce learning, while the activity books provide opportunities for structured practice.
Programme at a glance
	Learning Area
	Level 1 Readers
	Level 2 Readers
	Total Readers
	Activity Books

	English
	12
	12
	24
	4

	Mathematics
	4
	4
	8
	4

	Science
	4
	4
	8
	4

	Life Skills
	4
	4
	8
	4

	TOTAL
	24
	24
	48
	16


Key characteristics
Four integrated learning areas: English, Mathematics, Science and Life Skills.
Two progression levels, providing a clear pathway from foundational learning to more developed language and concepts.
British English throughout the programme.
Stories based around everyday experiences, places and situations familiar to young children.
Reading books supported by activity books and teaching resources.
A consistent Shapeys character world that provides continuity across the programme.
Suitable for consideration as a school programme, supplementary series, home-learning resource or educational publishing property, subject to the partner's intended use.


2. STEPS Phonics — The English Foundation
STEPS Phonics is positioned as the entry point to the Shapeys English programme. It provides the phonics foundation that supports children's early reading development and leads naturally into the Shapeys English reading range.
The phonics-to-reading pathway
	Stage
	Purpose
	Supporting Material

	1. Phonics Foundation
	Introduce and practise letter sounds and early sound recognition.
	Sound chart, phonics lessons, flashcards

	2. Guided Practice
	Build confidence applying sounds to simple words and early reading.
	Phonics activities and teacher support

	3. Reading Application
	Apply developing reading skills through Shapeys stories.
	English Level 1 Readers

	4. Reading Development
	Extend language, vocabulary, comprehension and concepts.
	English Level 2 Readers

	5. Reinforcement
	Practise and consolidate learning.
	Activity books and teaching resources


The detailed phonics scope, sequence and sound chart should be presented from the dedicated Shapeys Phonics Overview so that the Book Series Overview remains focused on the book programme.
Why phonics sits at the front of the programme
It gives the English range a clear instructional starting point.
It creates a visible pathway from sound recognition to reading.
It provides publishers and education partners with a clear explanation of how the English books can fit into early literacy provision.
It connects naturally with the English readers, teacher resources and supporting materials.


3. The 48 Reading Books
The Shapeys reading range consists of 48 titles arranged across four learning areas and two levels. The range is presented as one current programme, giving publishers, schools and education partners a straightforward view of the complete offering.
English — 24 Readers
English is the largest component of the reading range, with 12 Level 1 titles and 12 Level 2 titles. The books provide the main story-led application of the Shapeys English and phonics approach.
	English
	Level 1
	Level 2
	Total

	Readers
	12
	12
	24


Mathematics — 8 Readers
The Mathematics readers use story situations to introduce and reinforce mathematical ideas in accessible contexts, with four Level 1 and four Level 2 titles.
	Mathematics
	Level 1
	Level 2
	Total

	Readers
	4
	4
	8


Science — 8 Readers
The Science readers introduce children to age-appropriate concepts through familiar experiences and situations, with four Level 1 and four Level 2 titles.
	Science
	Level 1
	Level 2
	Total

	Readers
	4
	4
	8


Life Skills — 8 Readers
The Life Skills readers explore practical situations and behaviours children encounter in everyday life, with four Level 1 and four Level 2 titles.
	Life Skills
	Level 1
	Level 2
	Total

	Readers
	4
	4
	8




4. Progression Through the Two Levels
The two-level structure gives the programme a simple progression model. Level 1 establishes foundational language, concepts and familiarity with the Shapeys learning world. Level 2 develops the programme through more demanding language, concepts and learning situations.
	Dimension
	Level 1
	Level 2

	Reading books
	24 titles
	24 titles

	English
	12 titles
	12 titles

	Mathematics
	4 titles
	4 titles

	Science
	4 titles
	4 titles

	Life Skills
	4 titles
	4 titles

	Reader format
	210 × 210 mm; 16 pages
	210 × 210 mm; 24 pages

	Role
	Foundation and introduction
	Development and extension


Level 1
Introduces foundational language and concepts.
Uses familiar situations and accessible story contexts.
Provides an entry point for children beginning the programme.
Supports early confidence and recognition through repetition and structured exposure.
Level 2
Builds on the foundation established in Level 1.
Introduces more developed language, concepts and situations.
Provides longer reading content than Level 1.
Supports continued progression across the four learning areas.
The progression principle
The distinction between the levels is educational progression rather than a separate product identity. The complete 48-reader range can therefore be presented directly as the Shapeys programme, with Level 1 and Level 2 providing the internal progression.


5. Activity Books and Learning Reinforcement
The 16 activity books extend the reading programme by providing structured opportunities to practise, review and reinforce learning. There are four activity books for each learning area: two supporting Level 1 and two supporting Level 2.
	Learning Area
	Level 1 Activity Books
	Level 2 Activity Books
	Total

	English
	2
	2
	4

	Mathematics
	2
	2
	4

	Science
	2
	2
	4

	Life Skills
	2
	2
	4

	TOTAL
	8
	8
	16


How the components work together
	Component
	Primary role

	STEPS Phonics
	Build the phonics foundation for early English reading.

	Reading Books
	Introduce and apply language, concepts and learning through stories.

	Activity Books
	Provide structured practice and reinforcement.

	Teacher Resources
	Support planning, delivery and extension of learning.

	Digital / Media Resources
	Provide additional ways to introduce, demonstrate and reinforce the Shapeys learning experience.


A flexible implementation model
The programme can be adapted to different educational settings. A publisher or education partner may use the books as part of a structured school programme, as supplementary readers, for home learning, or alongside locally developed teaching materials, subject to the licensed rights and intended market.


6. Learning Areas
English
The core literacy area, supported by STEPS Phonics. The English readers develop vocabulary, language use, reading confidence and comprehension through story-led learning.
Mathematics
Introduces mathematical ideas through accessible story situations, helping children encounter concepts in familiar contexts.
Science
Presents age-appropriate scientific ideas through everyday observations, experiences and situations.
Life Skills
Addresses practical everyday learning, behaviour, routines, social situations, safety and responsible participation in familiar environments.
Cross-curricular value
Although the books are grouped by learning area, the Shapeys programme can be viewed as an interconnected learning ecosystem. Language supports understanding across all four areas, while stories provide a common context through which children can encounter different types of learning.


7. Book Formats and Specifications
The following specifications reflect the 2026 working catalogue based on the supplied historical Shapeys catalogue. Individual ISBN and bibliographic records should be checked against the master records before final publisher production.
	Format
	Size
	Pages
	Approx. Weight

	Level 1 Reading Books
	210 × 210 mm
	16
	Approx. 76–78 g*

	Level 2 Reading Books
	210 × 210 mm
	24
	Approx. 98 g

	Activity Books
	210 × 297 mm
	48
	186 g


* Weight varies in the historical catalogue by subject for some Level 1 titles.
Publishing flexibility
Print editions can be licensed by territory and language according to the agreed rights package.
Translation and localisation can be considered where appropriate.
Digital, audio, video and educational-resource rights can be addressed separately within a rights agreement.
Activity books and supporting educational resources can form part of a broader programme licence.
Editorial note
This overview is a programme-level document. Title-by-title ISBNs, page counts, weights and detailed learning focuses belong in the Complete Book Catalogue and Rights Guide, where they can be maintained as the authoritative bibliographic and licensing records.


8. The Shapeys Learning Ecosystem
The book series is one part of a broader Shapeys educational ecosystem. For publishers and education partners, the value of the programme is in the way the components can be combined rather than treated as isolated products.
	Foundation
	Core Programme
	Reinforcement
	Extension

	STEPS Phonics
	48 Reading Books
	16 Activity Books
	Teaching Resources / Media

	Sound recognition
	English • Mathematics • Science • Life Skills
	Practice • review • consolidation
	Lessons • flashcards • worksheets • videos


Suggested publisher-facing pathway
1. Introduce STEPS Phonics as the English foundation.
2. Present the 48 Readers as the complete current reading range.
3. Show Level 1 and Level 2 as the programme's internal progression.
4. Position the 16 Activity Books as the structured reinforcement layer.
5. Offer teaching and media resources as supporting components.
6. Use the Rights Guide to identify the rights, territories, formats and licensing structures available to the prospective partner.
A clear proposition for partners
Shapeys offers a recognisable character-led educational brand, a substantial reading range, a clear progression structure and supporting learning materials. The programme can be considered by publishers looking for a ready-developed children's educational property that can be adapted to local markets through agreed licensing and localisation arrangements.


9. Programme Summary
	Element
	Shapeys Programme

	Reading books
	48

	English readers
	24

	Mathematics readers
	8

	Science readers
	8

	Life Skills readers
	8

	Level 1 readers
	24

	Level 2 readers
	24

	Activity books
	16

	Learning areas
	4

	English foundation
	STEPS Phonics

	Primary language
	British English

	Reading format
	210 × 210 mm

	Activity format
	210 × 297 mm


For publishers and licensing partners
The Book Series Overview is intended to give a concise understanding of the Shapeys programme before the reader moves to the more detailed Publisher Catalogue, Rights Guide, Phonics Overview, Sample Pages and Media Kit.
Related Shapeys materials
Publisher Catalogue — full title-by-title bibliographic and learning information.
Rights Guide — licensing opportunities, rights categories and partner information.
Phonics Overview — STEPS Phonics scope, sequence and supporting materials.
Sample Pages — selected examples from the reading and activity books.
Media Kit — brand, character and promotional assets.
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